
How to be a World Class Child Development  Specialist
Develop your skills through deliberate practice

Students know:
• What to do in assessment tasks
• How to write an effective written response
• How their work will be assessed/graded
Students take action:
• Re-drafting formative assessment work using feedback from teachers
• Revising key concepts
• Applying learning to new questions/case studies
Students are able to explain:
• Changes they have made
• What resources/sources of information they have used
• What they are doing differently to prepare
Students achieve:
• Consistent grades across components/units
• Higher-level criteria 

Students explain their thinking:
They are able to give reasons for their answer
They may support their answer with evidence.  
They could use evidence to justify their view
They may evaluate the views of others. 
They could construct a clear argument based on a wide range of evidence and viewpoints.

Students understand what BTEC command words are asking them to do, and respond 
correctly to this

Students confidently articulate a response to the different exam questions presented in their 
exams/external assessments.

Students use resources and practice tasks to independently produce some extended writing 
in response to a set assignment brief

In lessons:
Students examine a range of examples or sources of information 
They engage in Turn and Talk activities to share their findings and give their viewpoint
They play an active part in class discussions – they contribute answers and ask questions 
of others
They start some lessons by presenting information about alternative perspectives to 
discuss as a class (flipped learning).

At home:
Students read around their subject, they use social media and websites to explore 
practice in early years settings, and they watch programmes connected to key concepts
Further reading is evidenced in their work at Level 3, using Harvard referencing

In lessons:
Students sort, match and categorise to make connections at the start of lessons
They can confidently retrieve information from previous lessons, and apply it to new learning 
in this lesson
They engage in sustained shared thinking, sharing their thoughts with others and extending 
on initial answers
They analyse case studies and evaluate practice, drawing on a range of different 
factors/approaches

In Assessment Tasks:
Students apply what they have learned in formative tasks to summative assessments
They make use of writing frames and checklists provided to independently produce work 
which meets all criteria
They can explain command words in exam questions, and respond effectively to these



Year 10 – Sorting and Categorising Year 10 – Practise case study

Year 12 – Sorting and Categorising

Year 12 – Using Cornell Method to retrieve information on a theorist and create a fact sheet 

Year 13 – Flipped learning presentation 
on a curriculum approach

Develop your skills through deliberate practice

Year 11 – Examining class notes and resources to create a revision card on a specific individua circumstance



How to be a World Class Child Development  Specialist
Develop your skills through deliberate practice

Students are focused and organised
They make good attempts at all tasks set
They use resources provided in lessons, and signposted on TEAMS
They follow recommended structures to ensure that work meets 
criteria in full
They  meet all Key Deadlines set
They use feedback to make changes to their work 
They apply feedback to future work
They ask questions to clarify expectations regarding their work

Students are positive in their approach to learning
They play an active part in lessons
They look forward to lessons
They like to be challenged
They see new learning as an opportunity
They make independent attempts at all criteria
They correct errors in their work and extend on first drafts
They are proactive in finding resources to support their learning
They proofread their work thoroughly to correct any errors ahead of 
submitting for assessment
They confidently explain tasks to others
They are able to direct a peer to resources which support their learning

Students use opportunities to facilitate their learning
They complete all formative assessment tasks
They ask questions about their assessed work
They can articulate clearly their own viewpoint
They can respectfully give their opinion
They play an active part in class discussions, and Turn and Talk activities
They are confident at working collaboratively with others
They demonstrate leadership skills
They are able to explain what they have done well
They are able to explain what they need to improve 
They are able to explain how they can improve
They are aware of barriers to their learning and where possible, take steps 
to remove distractions to their learning

Students understand that every lesson counts!
They have excellent attendance
When students return to school from illness, they take active steps to catch 
up on work missed
They are consistent in their effort in lessons
They are consistent in completing independent work
They are able to work independently
They are able to articulate the sequence of learning
They are able to explain the criteria they are working towards and how they 
can achieve it
They are able to explain how to achieve full marks in an exam question
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My teacher helps us by giving lots of information, she makes the lessons fun and interactive. she asks questions 
without making you feel belittled. She gives us lots of positive feedback in class. Writing notes helps me to understand 
key concepts/information, but also discussing the concept in a more simple context. I feel I am quite successful mainly 
because of having such a great teacher that motivates us to do the work.
Aleena, Year 12

My teacher teaches us the work, explains it, and we have discussions in class and tasks to complete to show our 
understanding of the work. Resources on TEAMS such as help sheets, links, and many different policies and frameworks 
that relate to our work help me to complete extended writing tasks. Lessons where we have discussions with one 
another and share ideas initiates different ways to apply them ideas to our work, and helps me to understand key 
concepts/information. I feel a lot more confident in this subject than the beginning of this year and enjoy it.
Khadijah, Year 12

If you do not understand the work, you can put up your hand and the teacher will come and explain it properly. The 
PowerPoints and sentence starters help me to complete extended writing tasks. I feel 7 out of 10 successful.
Arifah, Year 10

My teacher breaks down the different criteria so that we can understand them better and she helps us by 
giving us sentence starters and telling us how to layout our coursework. She puts the PowerPoints that we 
do in lessons on TEAMS along with the sentence starters. She gets us to note down the impacts of all the 
different topics and she makes us discuss the impacts with our peers. I think I am quite successful in this 
subject because I get my coursework done on time and I understand the concepts of the different topics.
Ifza, Year 10

My teacher easily breaks down the coursework giving us more time to understand each part of the component. 
PowerPoints, class notes/whiteboards and word documents filled with information are put on TEAMS  to help with 
the extended writing parts we are completing. Noting down impacts on development using the GPILES acronym, 
different case studies and video clips all help me to understand key concepts/information as well as turn and talk 
activities where lots of ideas are shared across the classroom. I feel quite successful in this subject as I can easily 
understand the concepts and key information and can reciprocate that pretty well across all my work, allowing me to 
get distinction on my first assignment.
Syeda, Year 10

My teacher helps me to succeed as lessons are well structured and clear instructions are given for tasks given. 
Presentations from the lessons and useful links are provided on TEAMS to help me complete extended writing tasks. 
Doing presentations and providing tasks for further reading help me to understand key concepts/information.  I feel 
somewhat successful in this subject
Hafizah, Year 13

My teacher helps me by explaining what is required in each aspect of the coursework to meet the criteria. Resources 
such as further reading and other resources shown in lesson (articles .etc) is provided on teams to help support us 
with our coursework and exams. Recalling theorists and what we have done in the previous lesson helps me 
understand better. I feel I am quite successful as I am completing coursework and lesson tasks
Samira, Year 13

My teacher assists me in succeeding by scaffolding the topics, which means that she repeats, models, and provides 
examples.  She has high expectations, but they are not impossible to meet, and she praises me.  She sets out rules for us 
to follow, and she explains them to us from the beginning. During the first five minutes of class, my teacher does an 
opening activity. She changes her teaching tactics in order for students to grasp concepts more easily. My teacher thinks 
that we can obtain outstanding grades, and she encourages us to try again and work harder when we miss the mark. My 
teacher is a lot of fun and energetic, which makes it easy for me to ask for help when I need it.
My teacher is very reliable; if she says she'll do something, she does it; if she makes rules, she doesn't add to them; she 
follows them. When it comes to putting the next lesson's power point on Teams, my teacher is always on top of things. 
My teacher offers us study resources that are relevant to our studies. She is aware of my strengths and weaknesses, 
allowing her to help in the scaffolding of my learning.
Hannah, Year 12


